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INTRODUCTION

THE PURPOSE OF KEARNEY SCHOOL DISTRICT IS THE PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE, WHICH WILL ENABLE EACH

STUDENT TO BECOME A PRODUCTIVE, CONTRIBUTING MEMBER OF A DIVERSE SOCIETY.

● KSD is committed to providing students and staff with a safe and healthy learning environment.
● KSD staff is prepared to provide engaging learning experiences to ensure student success.
● KSD’s plan will remain flexible to adhere to the continuously changing situation and the needs of

families.

BOARD POLICY F-245-P: COMMUNICABLE DISEASES

Medical information of students and employees is highly confidential, and the District will take necessary
steps to protect the medical information of individuals, except as provided by law on a need-to-know
basis.

Employees are not allowed to work if they have a medical condition that is communicable unless they
have a written statement from their physician clearing them to work, and the appropriate school
personnel have agreed with the precautionary measures, as necessary, offered by the treating physician,
as permitted by law.

Students with a communicable disease that exhibit behaviors that increase the chances of their
condition being spread to other individuals, may be disciplined according to the student discipline policy,
and state and federal law.  Parents/guardians will notify District personnel about students with a
communicable disease, and provide the written approval from the treating physician for the student to
attend school.  The District reserves the right to prevent student attendance until clarification or
implementation of precautionary measures are in place, as permitted by law.

Parents or guardians are required to notify the District if they are enrolling or have a student attending
school that is HIV infected.  The District is entitled to notification from the Missouri Department of
Health and Senior Services regarding a District student that is infected with a communicable disease,
including HIV.

The Superintendent or designee will work with local agencies and the State Health Department on
identifying categories of potential risk, procedures for cleaning body fluids, and procedures for dealing
with communicable disease in individuals.  District funds will be utilized for the purchase of equipment
and supplies necessary to appropriately clean body fluids.  The Superintendent or designee is permitted
to communicate personally identifiable health information of students and employees with other
governmental agencies, as permitted by law.

Students, employees and visitors to schools may not be present on school property unless they have
received the appropriate immunizations required by law, unless they are appropriately exempted.

UNIVERSAL PRECAUTIONS

As we prepare to welcome students back, it is important to understand what everyone can do to help
minimize exposure to communicable diseases. Personal prevention practices (such
as handwashing, staying home when sick, physical distancing, and face coverings) and cleaning and
disinfection are important principles to ensure that teaching and learning can continue uninterrupted.
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Personal Protection
● Face masks are optional for all students in grades pre-K-12, KSD staff members and visitors

regardless of vaccination status.
● Masking is also optional for students in grades pre-K-12 and adults while in our school buses.
● Students in grades K-12, staff and visitors should be prepared to provide their own masks if they

opt to use them.
● A limited number of face masks will be available in each school office and on school buses.
● Sanitizer/cleanser, hand soap, and tissues will be available throughout all buildings.

Handwashing
● Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds especially after you have

been in a public place, or after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing.
● Use a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol. Cover all surfaces of your hands and rub

them together until they feel dry.
● Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth.

Coughs and Sneezes
● Always cover your mouth and nose when you cough or sneeze.
● Throw used tissues in the trash.
● Immediately wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds.
● If soap and water are not readily available, use hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol.

Physical Distancing
● When necessary, schools may opt to physically distance students at least 3 feet apart. However,

physical distancing will not be a barrier to bringing students back into the classroom.
● Other mitigation strategies (e.g., masking, screening testing, increased ventilation) that provide

increased layers of protection may also be implemented as needed.
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TRANSPORTATION

Masks are optional for students and adults while on school buses. Additional appropriate safety
precautions will be taken for those who require accommodations, such as additional physical distancing.
Students will have an assigned seat.

HEALTH & SAFETY

Daily Self Screening
Before the start of each day, it is recommended that students and staff complete a self-screening. Please
see the “Daily Symptom Checklist” on page 10 of this plan.

Students and Staff Who are Symptomatic or Have Tested Positive for COVID-19
Students and staff showing symptoms associated with COVID-19 or who have tested positive for
COVID-19 will be excluded from District premises and activities and guided to contact their personal
health care provider.

Students or staff who have COVID-19 symptoms must be symptom-free for 24 hours before returning to
school or work.

Close Contact Defined
For teachers, staff, and other adults in the indoor classroom setting, a close contact is someone who was
within 6 feet for ≥15 minutes within the 48 hours prior to the onset of symptoms in a person with
diagnosed COVID-19 or a clinically compatible illness until the discontinuation of home isolation OR a
positive COVID-19 test in an asymptomatic person. The ≥15-minute duration is a cumulative total over a
24-hour period.

School nurses and other administrators will no longer be conducting close-contact tracing when positive
cases are reported by students or staff. There are simply not enough resources available for KSD
personnel to continue to contact trace. KSD will continue to inform the Clay County Public Health Center
of any positive cases among students and staff.

Students and Staff Who are Liable to Transmit COVID-19
If students and staff are identified as a close contact, they will not need to be excluded from school or
work if they are without symptoms.

Students or staff showing symptoms associated with COVID-19 will be excluded from school or work until
symptom-free for at least 24 hours.

Students showing symptoms associated with COVID-19 while at school will be cared for by a staff
member until the parent and/or guardian arrive to pick up the student. The student should be picked up
within 30 minutes of the parent being contacted. Staff members showing symptoms will be sent home
immediately.

WHEN TO SEEK EMERGENCY MEDICAL ATTENTION

Look for emergency warning signs* for COVID-19. If someone is showing any of these signs, seek
emergency medical care immediately:

● Trouble breathing
● Persistent pain or pressure in the chest
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● New confusion
● Inability to wake or stay awake
● Pale, gray, or blue-colored skin, lips, or nail beds, depending on skin tone

*This list is not all possible symptoms. Please call your medical provider for any other symptoms that are
severe or concerning to you.

Call 911 or call ahead to your local emergency facility: Notify the operator that you are seeking care for
someone who has or may have COVID-19.

EDUCATIONAL INSTRUCTION MODEL

KSD will operate at full capacity and with in-person teaching and learning. Field trips will be allowed, as
will singing, playing instruments and other performance activities.  This instructional model may change
depending on guidance and/or recommendations from DESE and/or the CCPHC.

CHILD NUTRITION SERVICES

KSD and SFE (Southwest Food Excellence) are committed to providing quality meals for breakfast and
lunch during the 2022-2023 school year. KSD will provide school breakfasts and lunches with the
following charges:

PreK - Grade 5 Grades 6-12 Reduced Price Adult & Child
Visitors and 2nd
Student Meal

Breakfast $1.85 $1.85 $0.30 $1.85

Lunch $2.55 $2.65 $0.40 $3.50

All KSD families should complete the Free and Reduced-Price Lunch Application. This will ensure that KSD
has the resources to provide support services for every child. Please visit bit.ly/ksd-frl to complete the
application as soon as possible.

Email morrisc@ksdr1.net or call (816) 628-4116 if you have questions about the Free and Reduced-Price
Lunch Application process.

CLEANING AND SANITIZATION

Facilities, including high-touch surfaces, will be thoroughly cleaned and sanitized at least once a day.
Approved cleaning materials will be available for every classroom.

ACTIVITIES

Officially sanctioned KSD and school events and activities will be allowed at full capacity and with all of
the mitigation steps outlined above. This will include extracurricular activities such as theater and
athletic events. Student-centered events that were temporarily canceled due to the pandemic will be
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allowed to restart. These events include, but are not limited to, the Kearney High School prom, Friday
fun nights at Kearney Middle School, school dances and field days at the elementary schools.

Students with symptoms of COVID-19 or any other communicable disease should refrain from these
activities and should contact their personal healthcare provider.

VISITORS AND VOLUNTEERS

Visitors and volunteers will be allowed in KSD properties during school hours with prior administrative
approval. Please notify the school administrator in advance of the anticipated visit so it may be approved
and appropriate arrangements made (visitor’s badge, etc.). Visitors should sign in with the office
secretary upon arrival at the school in order to receive a visitor’s pass while in the building. For accuracy
and safety, any visitor will  be required to show proof of identification. Parents/guardians should contact
their school for questions. All visitors to school property or events must demonstrate appropriate
behavior as good role models for the District’s students.

Disruptive Conduct

Visitors who engage in disruptive conduct or exceed the scope of permission granted may be considered
trespassers and subject to arrest and prosecution.  The Superintendent or designee may limit or revoke
permission to visit school property or parts of school property at any time.  The Superintendent or
designee may inform the visitor that he or she is not welcome back on District property or at District
events indefinitely or for a specific period of time.  During any period of prohibition, the visitor will not
be allowed on District property.  The Superintendent may make exceptions for parents, guardians or
custodians of students enrolled in the District if the person’s presence is necessary to transport the
student or may benefit the student educationally, or in situations where the parent, guardian or
custodian will be supervised at all times.

Possession of Weapons

Possession of weapons, including concealed weapons, is strictly prohibited on District property, on
District transportation or at any District function or activity sponsored by the District unless the visitor is
an authorized law enforcement official or is specifically authorized by the Board.

Sex Offenders

Individuals listed on the Missouri Highway Patrol’s sex offender registry may not be present in any school
building, or on District property, in any District vehicle utilized to transport students, or be present at
school activities without the written permission of the Superintendent.  For those extraordinary
circumstances when permission is granted, it will be granted in writing for a specific event.  In such cases,
the Superintendent will notify the principal of the building in which the sex offender will be present and
arrange for the sex offender to be supervised at all times and the sex offender will not be permitted to
be alone with a child.

VOLUNTEERS

The District will conduct a background check on all individuals volunteering in positions where they may
be periodically left alone with students or who may have access to student records. Volunteers who
chaperone students on overnight trips or who are sponsors, advisors, or coaches of District sponsored
activities must satisfactorily complete a criminal background check.
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The District is not required to conduct a background check on volunteers who have received a
background check conducted by another Missouri school public school within the past year if the District
receives a copy of the background check directly from the previous District or obtains electronic access
to the previous background check.

The Superintendent may require other volunteers to undergo a background check or the District may
conduct a search of the MSHP’s criminal history database and the FCSR or CD central registry of child
abuse and neglect.

COMMUNITY USE OF DISTRICT FACILITIES

As a service to the community, the District may allow community groups and individuals to use District
facilities for educational, recreational, social, civic, philanthropic and other similar purposes when the
facilities are not being used by the District or District-sponsored groups. The Superintendent or designee
may approve or deny facility use requests in accordance with law.  Unless otherwise required by law, the
District will maintain District facilities as nonpublic forums and reserves the right to exclude individuals
or groups from its facilities or cancel or modify any permission granted.

Community members or organizations should contact the school office to initiate a facility rental process
for use of any facilities on that campus.

Priority of Use

Use of District facilities will not be granted if the use conflicts or interferes with a District-sponsored
activity, and all uses granted are contingent upon the District’s needs.  Any community group or
individual may apply to use District facilities but applicants who intend to use District facilities for
purposes that directly benefit District students will be given priority.  Staff use of District property and
facilities for personal purposes, or reasons other than performing the staff member’s duties with the
District, will be subject to the application process and rules applicable to other applicants.

Fees

The District may charge rental fees and require security deposits for the use of District facilities.  The
District may also charge for additional costs associated with the use as deemed appropriate by the
Superintendent.  The Superintendent or designee may waive the fees for individuals and groups created
to support the District and non-profits.

Equal Access

When the District allows youth or community groups not affiliated with the District to use District
facilities outside of school hours, the District will provide equal access and related services and benefits
to groups or organizations listed in Title 36 of the U.S. Code that are intended to serve young people
under the age of 21, including the affiliates of the Boy Scouts of America, Girl Scouts of the United States
of America, Big Brothers Big Sisters of America, Boys and Girls Clubs of America.

VACCINATION INFORMATION

Students, employees and visitors to schools may not be present on school property unless they have
received the appropriate immunizations required by law, unless they are appropriately exempted. Visit
the Health Services section of the KSD website at www.ksdr1.net/departments/health-services to learn
more. Questions can be directed to your school nurse.
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Visit the Clay County Public Health Center at www.clayhealth.com/301/COVID-19-Vaccine for more
information about COVID-19 vaccinations and where they are available.

LIABILITY LIMITATION

WARNING - Under Missouri law, any individual entering any Kearney School District premises or engaging
the services of the business waives all civil liability against the individual or entity for any damages based
on inherent risks associated with an exposure or potential exposure of COVID-19 or any other
communicable disease, except for recklessness or willful misconduct.

PLAN SUBJECT TO CHANGE

This plan is subject to change based on guidance from DESE, CCPHC and Missouri’s Department of Health
and Senior Services. We will continue to collaborate with our local health departments and monitor
data, particularly at individual school sites. If data demonstrate a spike in particular classrooms, grade
levels or schools, additional safety measures will be put into place. This plan will be reviewed and, if
necessary, revised no less than once a month by the KSD administration and Board of Education.

VERSIÓN EN ESPAÑOL

Envíe un correo electrónico a berryc@ksdr1.net o llame al 816-628-3187 si desea una versión de este
plan en español.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Email communications@ksdr1.net or call (816) 628-4116 for questions, assistance or concerns regarding
this plan.
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DAILY SYMPTOMS CHECKLIST

● Have you been diagnosed with COVID-19 since you were last at school?
● Have you had any of the following symptoms since you were last at school?

o Fever

o Chills

o Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing

o New cough

o New loss of taste or smell

o Congestion/runny nose

o Nausea/vomiting/diarrhea

o Sore throat

o Headache

o Muscle or body aches

o Fatigue

⇨If NO to ALL questions, you may report to school.

⇨If YES to ANY of the questions, please contact your personal healthcare provider for additional
follow-up and do not report to school.

KEARNEY SCHOOL DISTRICT 2022-2023 RETURN TO SCH0OL PLAN 10


